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oOoN THE INFLUENCE OF 


A SERMON, 
BY CALVIN GARDNER., 


FEAR, 


«© There is no fear in love ; but perfect love casteth 
out fear ; because fear hath torment. He that fear- 
eth is not made perfect m love.'—I Jonn 4 : 18. 


Muca has been gaid, and much is still s8aid, re- 
specting the influence of fear on the human mind, 
and its practical effects upon human conduct. It 
is, indeed, a 8ubject which has often been discus- 
ed, and which has called forth various opinions, 
and excited much interest, Nor is this. to be 
wondered at. It is a 8ubject of vast importance ; 
to understand which, requires close and persever- 
ing investigation ; which is full of instruction ; in 
fine, upon which much, very much, depends. It 
may not, therefore, be thought strange that many 
minds haye been intensly fixed upon it, deeply and 
geriously engaged in- it; and that many opinions 
have been the result. of their exertions. Con- 
8idering its importance, and the difficulty of cor- 
rectly understanding it, we do not feel at all sur- 
prized at the regult we have witnessed. 

In this discourse, we intend to make 8ome re- 
marks of a general character upon this subject. 
We $hall endeavor to present the view we are 
about to take of it, in as clear a light as possible ; 
and 8hall express the convictions of our mind, 
8uch as they are, with all the plainness and preci- 
8101 we are capable of exercising. We deem it 
proper, nay, absoJutely indispensable. to Uo this, 
masmuch as our opinions in relation to it, are 
deemed by some, and boldly pronounced by oth- 
ers, exceedingly. heretical and dangerous, It be- 
comes necessary, therefore, to show what our 
opinions are; to 8ay 8omething in their defence ; 
and then, to 8ubmit the question of their correct- 
ness to the decision of thoge, who are qualified to 
Judge correctly, and who are willing to decide 
impartially, Lt them be_ fairly tested by the 
80und maxims and principles of reason and reve-| 
wy and if they 8ustain not the tria), let them 


en be fs and forgotten. 
It is we 


known to all my hearers, it is in fact 

well known to every body, that fear is one of the 
SLrongest pagsions of the human heart, and one, at 
e 8ane, time which is the most easily excited, 
and the moet difficult to be held in proper 8ubjec- 
tion. It requires no_ uncommon effort to keep it 
vithin due bounds ; and we may not hesitate to 
*55ort, that when it becomes unmanageable, its 
effects are of the most alarming. character. We 
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than he who is held in bondage. by the passion of 
fear.. Shut a person up in prison, sink him deep 
in the cells of the guilty, bind him down. to the 
80lid rock with massy chains of iron ; but he is 
not yet as wretched as those miserable be 
who are the slaves of fear, and whose yery ©. 
are held in durance by fearful apprehensions. In 
fact, 1nagination cannot picture a more miserable 
creature, than a human being thus enslaved. No, ' 
nothing which can be pictured in the inagination 
will exceed the reality. 

To avoid being  misunderstood, we. must here 
remark, that we are now s8peaking of that fear. to 
which the text directs our attention. It is that 
fear which * hath torment :? a 8ervile, slavish fear 
Such as is felt by the cringing vassals of a despotic 
tyrant ; 8uch as the slave feels in the presence 
of a heartless and vindictive master.. No man can . 
Ive under the influence of such fear, and be hap- 
py 3 nay, no man can long endure it, and not feel 
that His mental and physical powers are in ine, 
It requires but little discernment to perceiye t 
those who improperly indulge it will most likely 
end their wretched existence as maniacs,. or by 
their own hands. A miracle it must be, if they 
escape one, and the other of these terrible calamu- 
ties. | 

It is the reasonable requirement, and the. sol- 
emn injunction of scripture, that we should * fear 
God: and we admit the importance. of the duty, 
the propriety of the command. But the question 
will arise and press itself upon the mind z in what 
manner should we fear our Creator ? | Should we 
fear him with that fear which *hath torment 2?” 
Should we fear him as we would an inveterate and 
powerful enemy? No; this is . not that fear, 
* which is the beginning of wisdom.' It is not 
that fear * which tendeth to life. Nor is the in- 
dulgence of such fear consistent with the com- 
mand which makes it our duty to *love God.” 
We cannot in fact fear God with that fear which 
hath torment, and at the same time love him 
with all our powers. If we lgve him as we 
ought, we cannot fear him in a servile and slavish 
manner. He that feareth in_ this manner 1s not 
made. perfect in love. Perfect love casteth out 
fear, | 

But we do not wish you to. understand, 
because we must, not fear God in a gervile. 
slavish manner, we must not therefore fear him at 
all. It is singular that people will. draw 8uch con. 
clusions, and make such assertions ; but it 18 nev- 
ertheless the case. It is often said of us, that we 
do not urge men to fear God, and this: simply be- 
cause we do uot urge them to fear him with that 
fear wack bath rant; but this, js a gross and 

alpable misre presentation ; an as8ertion ent 
At TE ONES with our sentiments, - and with. 
'We tate it distinctly, and we mean. to have 
distinctly. unde that we do « 
men. to fear God, and. not only 80, but 


It 


. 


| 


can hardly conceive of a man more migerable 


commandments. also. . Yes, with | this 
conclusion of the whole matter: Jar 
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keep his commandments; for. this '18 the pool 


duty. of 'man;” "Y 

In order to set before you. our views more clear- 
ly upon this 8ubject, we propose to give you two 
So gs of faith Gol, which we find in the 
ecriptUfes, and by which you may be enabled to 
ascertain what that fear is which hath torment, 
and what that is which is the beginning of wis- 
dom. - We-feel somewhat confident that an ap- 
peal to the gcriptures, in this case, will be the ea- 
8iest and most expeditious way of eettling the 
question at issue. ; 

The first example we 8hall omg you 1s the 

first we have upon record, and may be found in 
the history of our great progenitor. + In that his- 
tory, you recollect, we have an account of the first 
transgression, and of the 8ad and melancholy ef- 
fects of that transgression. Presuming, or per- 
haps believing, as many do now, that sin would 
enhance his enjoyment, and make him wiser and 
happier, Adam was induced to yield to the 8educ- 
ing 8olicitations of his wife, and partake of the 
forbidden fruit. You all recollect the consequen- 
ces: As g00n as he had committed the crime, his 
eyes were opened, and he knew that he was a sin- 
ner, and a miserable man. Soon after, as the ac- 
count informs us, he © heard the voice of the Lord 
God walking in the garden in the cool of the day.” 
What did he then do? Do you recollect? 'The 
history tells us, that he * was afraid, because he 
was naked, and hid himself' Here then, the 
whole secret comes out. Adam had done wrong, 
and he was afraid that God was angry with him, 
and would bring upon him 8ome great and terrible 
evil; in.consequence of which, he hid himself 
and aid tht dare to appear in his presence, Of 
course, this fear made Yim miserable ; in fact, it 
was that kind of fear, which always had, and al- 
ways will have torment. 'It always did, and al- 
ways will follow close at the heels of transgress- 
jon, The wilful transgressor in all cases will 
imagine God to be his enemy, and will act accord- 
ingly. Like Adam, he will endeayor to hide him- 
nol and carefully ehun the presence of that be- 
nevolent Being whose good and wholesome laws 
he has transgressed. Let it be distinctly under- 
stood, however, that when the transgressor imag- 
ines God to be angry with him, it is only imagina- 
tion ; for God 1s not, in pally, his enemy, nor at 
all opposed to his happiness. Yet 8uch is the con- 
8titution of human nature, that a man cannot do 
wrong without fearing the person he has wronged. 
Even in the common transactions of life, you have 
all, doubtless found, and perhaps known by-experi- 
ence, that this js truly and invariably the cage. 

In the case we have now presented, you have 
an example of that fear which hath torment, and 
which is the necessary consequence of transgres- 
sjion. You will therefore perceive, at a single 
glance, that all those who keep the commandments 
of God, have no reason to fear him, as did our first 
parents. Perfect love casteth out 8uch fear. And 
yet, alas! through ignorance and deception, too 

many of our race who have lived uprightlyand done 
virtuously, have been made completely wretch- 
ed by believing God to be their enemy. It is 
therefore time, it is high time, that all such ignor- 
ance and deceptiou were banished from the earth. 
But we have. another example of fearing God, 
which in its nature and consequences, is altogeth- 
er difforent from the one just mentioned. It may 
. roy 
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be found in that part of the ' affecting” history of 
Abraham which relates to the offering up of his 
gon Isaac, as. a burnt-offering. .. Undoubtedly, it 
was a day of severe trial with Abraham when he 
was commanded to sacrifice his 80n; but trusting 
in the mercy of the everlasting God, he did not 
hesitate to obey the command. As you may rec. 
ollect, however, his son's life was spared : and the 
reason ass8igned for it, by the angel of the Lord, 
is thus stated—* for now I know that thou fearest 
God 8eeing thou hast not withheld thy 8on, thy 
only 80n from me.” Here then, we have the ex. 
ample of a great and good man fearing God; but 
do you imagine that 8uch fear as he felt hath tor- 
ment? Do you imagine that Abraham was un- 
happy in fearing God ? No, far from-it. His was 
that fear which is the beginning of wisdom, and 
which tendeth to life. It was the fear of disobey- 
ing the commandment of the Lord ; and not like 
Adam's, the fear of being punished for disobeying. 
He did not fear that God was his enemy ; but he 
feared to oppose the requirement of a wise and 
merciful being whom he had ever found to be 
faithful in fulfilling his promises. And 8uch fear 
as this 1s perfectly consistent with love. Every 
man who loves God will thus fear him. We 
may, in fact, so far alter the declaration of the 
[apostle, as to say, that he who thus feareth is 
made perfect in love. There is nothing in 8uch 
fear which can render its possessor unhappy, or 
make him dread to approach the presence of his 
Creator. 

In the two examples of fearing God which we 
have now presented, we have 8aid perhaps as 
much as we need to say, in order to show you 
how you ought, and how you ought not to fear 
God. We have said enough, at least, to meet 
and answer the objection, respecting our views of 
the necessity of fearing God. Every one -os 
gee, who wishes to 8ee, that a man may fear God, 
and not fear him in a slavish and 8ervile manner. 
It is that fear which hath torment against which 
we speak, and against which every man s8hould be 
constantly and carefully guarded. 

Against fearing God in a &servile and slavish 
manner, we have at least, two strong objections. : 
In the first place, it supposes God to possesss & 
character and disposition which are calculated to 
create apprehens1ons of danger, and excite alarm. 
It in fact, 8upposes him to be an enemy to man, 
and hostile to man's happiness and welfare. The 
truth of these remarks appears very plainly in the 
fact, that men are more anxious to be 8aved from 
the punishment their sins deserye, than from s1n 
itself, or in other words, they fear more that God 
will chastise them for their misdeeds, than that 
they shall commit them. But if they feared God 
in a proper manner, they would fear to commit s1n; 
and not that they should be punished for it. Be- 
sides ; if they believed God to possess a Father's 
character, and a Father's disposition, they would 
not fear his prong” log for they would then un- 
derstand them as being designed for their good, 
and calculated to promote their happiness. You 
8ee, therefore, th fear which hath torment 1s 
founded upon the wrong impression, that God 1s 
opposed to the happiness of man, and of course, . 
- nd a Being as we have all just reasons to 

read, 


But it is needless to argue on this point. You 
all know what the ch ter is which has gene!- 
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ally been ascribed to God; and you all know, | 
morever, that it is 8uch as to render every man 
miserable who believes the representation to be 
correct. No' man, we venture to say it plainly, 
who has viewed the character of God through the 
medium of humaa inventions and creeds, can see 
any thing in it to be desired; any thing, in fact, 
which can inspire any other feeling than those of 
absolute horror and disinay. Clothe a human be- 
ing with 8uch a character as has been ascribed to 
God, and 'Nero, the worst of earthly tyrants, 
would appear mild and merciful in the compar- 
ison, We do not wonder, therefore, that the tear 
of those who have seen him through 8uch a medi- 
um, has been attended with indescribable torment. 
In such fear there can be no love. Nor can it be 
expected of thoge who thus fear him, that they 
will serve him in the spirit of sincerity, and with 
proper feelings. 

Such then, is one of the strong reagons why we 
should not fear God in the manner 1n question ; 
and the other is, because it has a most dangerous 
and pernicious influence upon the minds of those 
who indulge it. 'This we confess is the strongest 
reagon We (have against the indulgence of all 
such fear as hath torment. 

To agcribe to God a character which he does 
not possess is, we admit, an evil deeply and 8in- 
cerely to be lamented ; but, chiefly 80, because it 
destroys that confidence which we ought ever to 
manifest towards him, and without which we can- 
not be happy. 'The opinions we may hold of his 
character and conduct, must have their whole ef- 
fect upon our own minds ; and hence arises the 
a ps 1 of holding correct opinions. If we can 
truly and 8incerely say, in the emphatic words of 
the apostle, that * God is Love,' we 8hall not in- 
_ any tormenting fears, or any perplexing ap- 
m ensions, of his faithfulness and kindness. 

ut if we believe him to possess an opposite char- 
acter, and to be influenced by an opposite _— 
81tion, we 8hall of course, feel the effects of that 
belief in the loss of all confidence in him, and 
consequently, in the loss of all our rational enjoy- 
ments. Our own happiness, therefore, depends 
much on the correctness of the opinions we hold 
In relation to the character and conduct of God. 

But although the evil, even in this view, is 8uf- 
ficiently ing, yet this is not the. worst of it. 
By believing God to be the enemy of man, we 
not only lose all confidence in him; but in fact, 
that very belief makes us miserable. No man 
living can view God as his enemy, and recollect 
at the 8ame. time that he is infinitely powerful, 
and not be migerable. He cannot help fearing 
him with that fear which hath torment ; and it 1s 
Buch fear as this which makes men melancholy or 
mad, and which broods over their spirits with the 
most horrible and deadly influence. It is 8uch 
fear as this which makes them wretched ; and 
which has driven thousands and tens of thousands 
to the very verge of despairz and not a few to 
zelf immolation, It sinks deep into their very vitals, 
and scatters disease and death in the fountain of 
life, Nor is this all. It binds down the mind with 
chains more galling than chains of iron, and fast- 
ens its fetters upon the s8pirit of free inquiry. In 
fact, it exerts an. ing influence upon both the 
physical and moral powers of men. It cannot be 
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Besides ; is it right to urge men thus to fear 


God? Is it right to repregent his character in 
guch a manner, as will lead men to fear him with 
that fear which hath torment? May it be expect- 
ed that such representations will induce to 
love him, with that leve which casteth x ate 
No, as well might you expect them to love their 
deadliest foes, and place their confidence even in 
treachery itself. You cannot make them love 
their Creator, if you present him to their view in 
a hateful character. You may promise them 
what reward you pleage—they may love” the re- 
ward ; but they will not love the hateful object. 
You may threaten them with as 8evere a punish- 
ment as you will—they may dread the punighment ; 
but they will still hate the hateful object. Indeed, 
it 18 perfectly useless to urge men to love God, 
unless you can make them believe that he is an 
object worthy of their affections. 'This is the only 
way to attain the desirable object. 

t me now urge you, my hearers, to take this 
— into serious consideration, We wish you 
to fear God, but not with that fear which hath tor- 
ment. - We wish you to remember that * God is 
Love 7 and to bear it constantly in mind, that 
©he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and 
God in him.' You 8hould be careful to decide 
wisely concerning the character and perfections 
of God; for upon that decision much depends. 
Decide correctly, and you will be constrained to 
love him with all your mind and might and 8oul, 
If not, you may expect to fear him with that fear 
which hath torment. 

And now, we will close this discourse as we 
began it. *There is no fear in love ; but perfect 
love casteth out fear ; because fear hath torment. 
He that feareth is not made perfect in love.” 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF SALVATION.—-No. I. 
It will doubtiess be admitted by every intelli- 
gent and candid reader of the scri that 
they abound with beautiful and highly interesting 
illustrations of the doctrine of salvation, as taught 
by the great Redeemer and Savior of sinners. 
They are found in the law, in the prophets, 
and in the goepel of Christ. Indeed, redemption 
'Trom 8311, and 8alvation by Jesus Christ, are the all 
enrapturing themes of inspirati GED 
which mankind may dwell with ever 

delight. All other subjects may be 

and become * tale, flat, and unprofitable 7 but this 
subject, when viewed in all its important relations 
and bearings, can never cease to impart pleasure 
to the intelligent and pious mind, and forms an 
ever-enduring principle of support in all the vari- 
ed 8cenes and circumstances of human life. How 
then can we occupy the attention of our readers 
in a more pleasing and profitable manner, than in 
presenting them with some few of those illustra- 
tions of salvation which every where abound in 
the sacred writings! We trust in none. 

In our remarks upon this subject, we shall 1 
over those illustrations which may be found in 
the Old Testament, and confine ourselves to those 
in the New. And even here, we 8hall be able to 
notice but here and there one, some few only, 
such as may press themselves most forcibly upon 
the mind. And the first we ehall notice 1s this. 
The whole need not a ician, but they that 
are sick. For the son of ran is not come to call 


indulged without : distressin 
of its tendency and effects. : 


tho righteous, but sinners to reper tance.” 


| 


g16 


-. By this 8imilitude it may easily be perceived, 
that Christ represents himself as a physician, and 


the sinner as a person laboring under bodily infir- | 


mities, as a person sick. He also represents the 
ealvation. he came to effect by the restoration of 


the sick man to health, Now, in the character of, 


a physician,, what course would | he pursue? 
Would he be likely to alarm the fears of his pa- 
tient by representing his disease as incurable, 
his case as. hopeless? No, he certainly would 
not ; for 8uch a course of conduct would effect- 
ually destroy the sick man's confidence; and that 
gone, there would be very little prospect of his 
effecting a cure. He could not, indeed, pursue a 
course which would more effectually defeat the 
object he would accomplish, than this. Of course, 

he would not pursue it. | 
But we are told that Christ as the great physi- 
cian of souls, pursues a very similar course. We 
are told, that he represents the condition of the 
ginner as exceedingly dangerous; that he repre- 
gents him as 80 vile a creature in the sight of Hea- 
ven, that there is very little hope of mercy for 
him. Besides; we are even told, that the physl- 
cian himself was sent into this world by the sm- 
ner's worst enemy ; by a Being, inexorably just, 
and whose determination is, to have the full 
amount of his demand against him, or cast him 
off from his presence forever! Now, 8uffer me to 
ask, will 8uch representations as these gain the 
sIinner's confidence, or win his affections, or effect 
his reconciliation to God ?—will they be likely to 
answer any valuable purpose ? To break down 
and 8ubdue the enmity of his -heart ? To eradi- 
cate vicious principles and propensities from his 
ni In & word, to regenerate and reform him ? 
No; « superficial observer of men and things, 
a person at all acquainted with human nature, 
knows perfectly well they would not.” A skilful 
physician then would not pursue g8uch a course ; 
and I do not hesitate to affirm that no such course 
is, or ever has been pursued by the Savior of sin- 
ners, On. the contrary; he always. represents 
himself as being the sinner's Friend, as being 8ent 
by the sinner's Friend, and as being highly inter- 
ested in the sinner's welfare ; and by this means, 
he gains the sinner's confidence, conquers his evil 
disposition, and reconciles him to his Maker. And 
in.no other way could he accomplish his object 

and effect the sinner's salvation. | 

We have already aid, that our. Savior repre- 
sented the ginner's salvation by the restoration of 
a 8ick man to health. And this representation is, 
all will confess, a good one. When a man is lan- 
guiabing ion the bed of sickness, the physician is 
called for, not, to alarm and trouble the patient's 
mo. but, to destroy his disease, to remove, if 
s1ble, the cause of his complaint, and to pre- 
8cribe guch medicine as will tend to restore to him 
his health. If we may be allowed the expression, 
his object is to save the gick man from his disease. 
And just. 80 it is with regard to the sinner's ealya- 
tion ; the object. of Christ, as the physician- of 
gouls, is, to 8ave the sinner from his 8ins. As in 
the case of a gick man; his disease must- be de- 
8troyed, or the cause of his complaints must be 
removed, before he can gain his health and 
strength; 0 it is in that of the 8inner ; his 8ins 
must be. destroyed, and his evil propensities and 
ons. overcome, before his s8lvation is. per- 
ed, By this representation then, our 


THE 'UNI'VERSALIST. 


readers may plainly perceive the'nature of that 
galvation which 1s finally to be enjoyed by all 
mankind, Tt is the ginner's 8alvation,ſfrom 81n, and 
is to be effected by the destruction. of sin and its 
final extermination from the moral world. And 
for this purpose was Christ manifested, that he 
might destroy sin, and bring in an everlasting 
righteousness. And this would be, in every pro- 
per 8ense of the expression, the salvation of the 
world. C 
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[For the Universalist.] 


POPULAR MISTAKES. 


The next mistake which I ehall notice regards 
the Universalist's views of conversion. It 1s the 
general opinion of the enemies of our faith, that 
we deny the doctrine ' of conyersion ; that we 
make no account of repentance ; that we speak 
lightly of piety and spiritual mindedness ; that we 
deny the idea of divine influence,—and treat the 
8ubject of the new birth, as an idle and s8illy 8v- 
perstition. It is my design in the present article 
to Forrect the gross misapprehension of the gen- 
eral mind in relation to this subject. 

I remark then, that it is not true that Univer- 
ealists deny the doctrine of conversion; Nor is 
it true that they under-valne the doctrines of re- 
pentance and spiritual influence, and treat with 


[indecent and impious levity the great: concerns of 


religion. 'They believe in the scriptural doctrine 
of conversion with their whole hearts ; they claim 
to have experienced it; they declare that to this 
change they are indebted for their present reli- 
gious" views; and. that it is this, which distin- 
guishes them from all other men. And they feel 
wronged, deeply 80, when they are represented 
as rejecting and wr, fa article of christian 
belief and experience. But thus it is ; and thus 
it has been, from the days of the venerable Mur- 
ray, the father of Universalism in America, down 
to the present time. If this charge affected only 
the characters of Universalists, they would let it 
pass ; but it aims a deadly blow at the doctrine of 
God's impartial ez and they cannot, and will 
not patiently submit to see truth wounded, insult- 
ed and smothered by human errors and misrep- 
resentatjons. | | : 

When I say that Universalists believe in con- 
version, 1 by no means-intend that they entertain 
what are termed orthodox views of this 8ubject. 
They do not __— conversion as an extravagant 
and unintelligible experience, or a eudden, or 
miraculous impulse 'which no man can compre- 
hend, but rather a gradual change of mind, and 
feelings, and conduct, brought about by the influ- 
ence of divine truth. They believe in 8uch a con- 
version as the ecriptures teach, and such as the 
first christians experienced ; which consisted Int | 
passing from a false to a true religion, from a vi- 
cious to a virtuous practice; * from darkness to 
light ; and from the power" of satan unto God. | 

ey believe with the beloyed St, John, that, 
© Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, 1 
born. of God.” 'They reject a traditionary conver- 
8i0n, it is true, with all its accompanying extravs- 
gances, but it is only that they may beheve 1 4 
scriptural one. - If our opposers would” state the 
case fairly, they would. gay, that wo'do notbelievs 


in their kind of conyersion, or in the doctrine of 
conversion as they explain it. To 8uch a state- 
ment I cheerfully assert. 'The Universalists do 
not, believe in modern conversions, s8uch as are 
roduced by. powerful appeals to the passions; 
but they believe this doctrine as it is laid down in 
the inspired word, and urge 1t by the most solemn 
considerations ; by the love of happiness and the 
fear of misery upon all, who are the 8ubjects of 
this change. They tell men, that it 1s an indis- 
pensable qualification to the enjoyment of the 
'kingdom of God.” And that except they be con- 
verted and; become like a little child, they shall 
not enter into the kingdom of the Messiah. They 
receive this doctrine as it was taught by Jesus 
and his apostles; and they employ the. same 
means and hold out the 8ame motives, as they sin- 
"rey think, to insure the conversion of the 
world. | 

But, notwithstanding all this, the order to which 
the writer belongs is represented as denying this 
important and 8alutary doctrine of the New 'Tes- 
tament, It is thus, the-general mind is deceived 
and misled in relation to our faith. 'Those who 
are ignorant of our principles, who will neither 
hear them from the desk, nor read them when 
published from the press, have the presumption to 
1t in judgment upon our faith ; and having made 
up a verdict in the absence of all evidence, are 
unwise enough to produce it in the face of the 
world! I will not, however, suffer the unjust 
treatment .of our enemies to 8our my mind and 
make.me . unjust toward them. I know that they 
are deceived and misled, and are more to be piti- 
ed than blamed. They think, no doubt, that we 
deny the doctrines of conyersion and repentance, 
but this does not prove that they indulge: toward 
us any evil or bitter feelings ; it only shows that 
they haye ly misapprehended the nature of 
our principles, and evinces the importance of cor- 
oy their mistakes, 
_ If those who: thus unintentionally misrepresent 
our faith, would but reflect upon the 8ubject, they 
would 800n discover their error. They would 8ee 
that Universalists, come what will, must maintain 
the doctrine of conversion. - It is conversion 
from the errors of the world that has made them 
what they are. Had they adhered to the popular 
faith, they had not been railed and persecuted on 
account of their 8upposed heresies. It is because 
they have been converted from the doctrines of 
men to_the doctrines of Christ, that they suffer 
reproach, * For, therefore, we both: labor and 
8uffer reproach, because we trust in the living 
God, who is the Savior of all men ; especially of 
them that believe.” It is this which has drawn 
upon them the eyes of the world, and made them, 
as 1t were,” a spectacle unto © angels and men.” 
Let it no longer be 8aid, therefore, that they re- 
Ject the doctrine of conversion—a doctrine which 
they have themselves experienced and which 
they urge upon others, by all the means of persua- 
810n and argument which they can command. 

Universalism” then, is not what its enemies 

would have it; but the reverse. It does not dis- 
pense with conversion, repentance and newness 
of life, but urges these things with a solemnity 


becoming their importance, upon all men without 
exception. Tt tells men that the whole world | perfect 
zhall be- converted" to God ; that all shall 


know him. from the Joast to the greatest ; that vin 
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and its concomitants shall be finished ; and that 
the entire moral universe 8hall experience -_ 
washing of regeneration,” and all things be 
new, 4 
I close by expressing the hope, that the igno- 
rance which prevails respecting our faith may be 
gpeedily removed, the mistakes concerning,it ccr- 
rected, the prejudices against it 8ubdued, and that 
its mild and salutary beams may - irradiate the 
world with God's glory, and pour comfort and joy 
into every disconsolate heart. J. H. B. 


— 


[For the Universalist.] 


EXAMPLE OF CHRIST.—No. H. 


Some object to the example of Christ on the 
ground that it is 80 perfect, no one can possibly 
come up to it. Let us look for one moment at 
this objection, in a candid and impartial manner. 
Because the example of Christ is so perfect that 
we cannot fully imitate it, should we 8et it entire- 
ly aside? No, God forbid that we should fail to 
ollow our pattern 80 far as we haye the ability. 
No matter how perfect the example is. The more 
perfect it is, and the more we 8trive to imitate i 
the nearer perfection we shall come. - It is an ol 
proverb that he who aims at the sun, his arrow, to 
be 8ure, will not reach it, but it will go higher than 
it would if he aimed at an object on a leyel with 
himself. $So in this case—if we strive only to imi- 
tate fallible men, we shall never be better than 
they, if we are 80 good; but if we aim to equal 
the Savior in virtue and in moral goodness, though 
we 8hall not succeed, yet we shall come nearer 
perfection than we shall if we make man our 
standard. 

But it 1s time for us to inquire in what respect 
we 8hould imitate Christ 2 In answering this 

stion, I would observe—First, Christ should be 
ur example in point of doctrine. 'This remark 
will apply to both the ministering and lay brethren. 
We are safe in believing all Christ believed ; and 
in doing as he did. He believed in the existence 
of one God who is good unto all. His ANEGTo 
is, *there is none good 8ave one, that is God.” 
The same sentiment was advanced by the Sayior 
at another time and in other words: *Ye have heard 
that it hath been said by them of old time, thou 
halt love thy neighbor and hate thine enemy. But 
I 8ay unto you, love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them that despitefully use yon, and persecute 
ou.” Why did our Savior require such things of 
is followers? Answer. Because God loved his 
enemies, and blessed those who were full of curs- 
ing. For after having given the wholesome ad- 
vice now noticed, Jesus continued his discourse as 
follows—* That ye may be the children of your- 
Father who is in heaven; for. he maketh his sun. 
to' rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth. 
rain on the just and on the unjust.' 

Now if God did not exercise impartial and un- 
bounded love towards his creatures, the Sawvor- 
would not have called on those to whom he' dis- 
coursed, to love their foes as well as their friends. 
For in the last verse of the/same chapter, we find 
the following words recorded — Be ye therefore 
even as your father who is in heaven 18 
perfect.* - Matt 6: 48. * 888) 

Again, our Savior belieyed that it was God's 
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will to 8ave all men. His words, making known 
us sentiment, are—*T came not to do mine own 
vil but the will of him that sent me ; and this is 
will of him that sent me ; of all that he hath 
given me, I should loose nothing, but raise it up 
at the last day.” If we inquire, how many hath 
the Father given the Son? the answer is—*'The 
Father hath given him power over all flesh.” John 
17: 2. It is therefore plain, that all flesh shall 
receive eternal life, or in other words, Christ be- 
lieved that it is God's will or purpose to. gave all. 


Once more; the Savior believed that the judg- 
ment of this world took place not- far from eight- 
teen hundred years ago; while he was on earth. 
See John 12: 31. We have our Savior's words 
which announce this fact. * Now is the judgment 
of this world. What language could our Lord 
have employed more explicit than the words now 
noticed? No language can possibly be more 
definite. His testimony is too plain to be misun- 
derstood, and too important to be neglected. I 
might proceed to state many more parts of the 
doctrine promulgated by our blessed Lord; but as 
the topics now brought forward embrace the sub- 
stance of all he was commissioned to proclair, it 
is unnecessary to be more particular, I will there- 
fore close this article by an appeal to the reader. 


Reader, I appeal to yourself to decide, what de- 
nomination of professed christians imitate the gon 
of God in point of doctrine ? - Who look the most 
constantly at him, to know what they should be- 
lieve and teach 2 Would not our Savior, were he 
on earth, 8ay of some of his professed followers 
as he once did of some particular persons,—TIn 
vain do they serve me, teaching for doctrine the 
commandments of men'? Answer these questions 
in your own mind, and in due time you g8hall hear 
from me again. D. D. 8. 


[For the Universalist.] 


CLOSE OF AN UNPUBLISHED SERMON. 


© May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou 
speakest is ?*—AcTs xvii: 19, 


* * * #* These, my friends, are 8ome of the 
principles of this doctrine which was, and 8fill is, 
by some denominated new and strange. 

I am free to acknowledge that a combination of 
these principles constitutes the much despised, 
and by many, rejected doctrine of Universalism. 
And the general cry is, * may we know what this 
new doctrine, whereof thou speakest is? Why! 
my kind hearers, 'tis peace on earth and good will 
to men.” ; 

This doctrine teaches that God is a 
that he has created mankind for goo 


pu 
plis 
doctrine teaches that vice and migery are insepara- 
ble companions, that he that doeth wrong shall 
receive forthe wrong that he doeth ; that God 
will render to every man according to his works ; 
and that with him there is no respect of persons. 
This doctrine also teaches that virtue 18 its own 
reward ; that He who implanted a monitor within 
the breast of man; He who fixed the uniyersal 
laws of nature; He who established the heavens 
and laid the foundations of the earth, has 80 con- 
stituted all things, that every cauge must be fol-| 


d being, 
and wise 
es, and that these purposes will be accom- 
ed without the posstbility of failure. 'This 
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lowed by its legitimate effect. He therefore can- 
not be disapointed, nor can man be made endless- 
ly unhappy by a frustration of his will. 


This doctrine also teaches perfect confidence in 
the power, wisdom, goodness, Justice, and loye of 
our heavenly Father, It casts about mankind a 
halo of light, a bright rainbow of glory, whose 
rays cannot be obliterated nor obscured by the 
dense atmosphere of sin and death. "Phe bright 
radiance of eternal 8unshine, free from all dark. 
ness, sends its influence into the hearts of all be- 
lievers, instilling those heaven-born principles, 
which will pov their daily walk through this 
darksome world. All the duties of life, friendehip, 
love, benevolence, industry, prudence and fru- 

ity ; and every virtue which may tend to 
lighten the burthens of time and as8uage; the 
pangs of grief, it inculcates. Envy, by the in- 
fluence of this, is disarmed of its shafts. Malice 
dies upon the quivering lip. Slander, that deadly 
poison of human felicity, 1s remanded to deseryed 
oblivion. Every inordinate passion in the human 
breast is repressed by the influence of love di- 
vine, and man is prepared for the enjoyment of 
the 8ociety of his fellow-men. 


Universalisgm teaches that in shall be finished 
and transgression brought to an end. Mankind 
cleansed from every pollution and brought into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God, shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make them free— 
free from the moral bondage in which error has 
enslaved their minds. It teaches that Christ 
came into the world to bear witness to the truth; 
the truth of Jehovah eternal and immutable. God 
from the great love: wherewith he loved mankind, 
even when they were dead in trespasses and sins, 
sent his only begotten 80n, into the world, *not to 
condemn the world, but that the world through 
him might be 8aved;” to testify those truths to 
man, which will inspire that hope. which is as an 
anchor to the 8oul both sure and stedfast, and that 
confidence in their Maker which will dissipate 
all fear, and beget love and veneration for his 
character, | 

'This doctrine also teaches that death, the last 
enemy of man, through fear of which, without 
faith in the oath of Jehovah, in the goodness and 
love of our Maker, we should be all our life-time 
8ubject to bondage, hall be destroyed ; that the 
glorious period will arrive, when there shall be no 
more death, sorrow, nor crying, nor any more pain; 
when he that sitteth upon the throne shall make 
all things new, 

© And pains, and ns and grieſs and fears, 
And death itself, *ball die.” ak 


These, my candid hearers, are 8ome of our an- 
s8wers to those who * would know: what this new 
doctrine is,” and * what these things mean. The 
_—_ is vast. 

e might detain you till the setting gun, in 
delineating the great truths of. the gospel, and 
spreading before you the the munifi- 
cence and love of our Maker, manifested in the 
works of nature ; inthe bounties' of /providence; 
and in the revelation of the glorious; purposes 
which he hath purposed 'in himself before the 
world began. But we will forbear ; enough bas 
_— 88id, to give ome ides of the princt- 
ples of this doctrine. if I could be eo happy 


as to influence you in the least to reduce theee 


principles to practice, my labor would not be 
wholly in vain. | 

As much as these principles are despised and 
rejected by 8ome, there is no danger to be appre- 
hended from. practising upon them... We may 
love God, for he is a lovely being, and our neigh- 
hors as ourselves, for they are made atter the 8un- 
ilitade of God; ' We may treat all mankind as 
brethren. We may be industrious, prudent, fru- 
gal, wise, virtuous and happy, and fear not the 
consequence. We may visit the widow and or- 
han in their afflictions, and keep ourselves un- 
spotted from the world, We ay £1ye free 8cope 
to those heavenly sympathies which a munificent 
God has implanted in our bosoms. We may drop 
the tear of pity, when frailty steps aside from the 
paths of virtue, and treat with compassion the 
zufferings of helpless innocence. The heart may 
beat high with joyful emotions, in view of the hap- 
piness and welfare of our fellow men. It may 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory, in 
view of a blessed life and immortality beyond the 
grave, We may extend our philanthropy, to the 
whole human race, as being included in the glori- 
ous promises' of God, as being children of the 
same parent, and destined to the same end. 

I 8say we may indulge ourselves in all these 
s/mpathies and exultations; we may praise God 
for his goodness, and bless his name for the dis- 
play of his gracious attributes to his children ; we 
may feel thankful for the daily blessings which 
we enjoy. At the 8ame time we may rest assured 
that this cause cannot incense our Maker against 
us; cannot, injure our prospects in the unseen 
world ; cannot change an unchangeable being. 
If in fact we are in error, will not a good, a merci- 
ful and loving God, exercised by the same princi- 
ples of compassion and pity which He has im- 
planted in his offspring, forgive us ys rg 80 
much confidence in his ness ? ill he not 
forgive us our mistake, 1n believing him to be a 
kind, tender and compassionate parent? Would 
not our s8ituation in_ this case give rise to one 
particle of pity ? + Will his children, clinging 
around him for gupport ; confiding in his ability 
and goodness; at the game time 8ink, with cries 
for & helping hand quivering on their lips, to 
unending despair? Is it possible that he should 
feel none of the sympatkies of the tender parental 
heart; that he 8hould look upon them with cold 
indifference, or exult with unrelenting vengeance 
over his fallen victims? No; my candid hearers, 
'tis impossible! God is unchangeable, and he is 
Foes unto all, and his tender mercies are over all 

1s works, 

Celestial thought! Amidst all the conflicting 
elements of humanity, all the passions and disap- 
pointments incident to things of time, while trav- 
elling the downward road of mortality, surrounded 

vith perplexity and anxiety, with cares and trou- 
bles on every side. - Celestial thought! God is 
our Father and u ing friend. 
| Tho? destruction 'may distr 
Cistrust may pags across our 
ve may perceive in the thi 
rounds 


S 


8 H. F. B., 
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- our. peace ; tho” | this; fatigue caused by the labors of the preced- 
mental yision ; though [ing week. I well know there are times and 8ea- 
ND ns wh 


ar Oy : | ods geldom occur. And if a person- 1s able to be 
y may in the duet, 
is our undeviati attending 

mrs " feel much better so to do, he would to be- 


THE GLEANER ©. 


[From the Magazine and Advocate. ] 


REFLECTIONS OVER A MOTHER'S GRAVE. 


In pensive silence I hung reclining on the times 
Shattered piquets that 8urrounded it, over the grave” 
of my mother. It was an hour when the elements 
8eemed hushed to composure—nature wore a 
pleasing aspect ; and you may well 8uppose the 
passions of my own mind gave place to the most 
gerious and 80lemn meditations, 

True, more than sixteen years bad been num- 2 

bered with the past, (bringing with them more of "#7 
adversity than prosperity to me,) since here, on 
this 8pot of death's devoted 801l, I had the last 
parting look at that pallid face, that interesting 
countenance that was destined to moulder be- 
neath this heap of earth. But what were my feel- 
ings and reflections now? Even in past, as at 
that time : that she who had watched with anxious 
and unremitted care over the years of my infancy, 
whose kind endearing 8ympathies prompted her 
to my midnight pillow to assuage the aching tem- 
ple, and administer relief when sickness bore me 
down: who 80 oft had clasped me to her fond em- 
brace with 8eemingly ten times more than maternal 
tenderness, had exchanged her toils, her sufferings 
and anxious 80licitudes in this changing, checker- 
ed scene of time, and gone hence to realize, in 
full fruition, the blissful s8weets of redeeming love 
in that world where * the wicked cease from troub- 
ling and the weary are at rest.” 
But my hopes for myself and the vast family of 
mankind were not then as at this time. I had not 
yet learned that all m_—_ pertaining to the salva- 
tion of a rangomed world from sin and its concomi- 
tant evils, © were- well ordered and 8ure. Now 
standing as 'it were, upon the threshold of the 
grave, and yiewing my friends around me in the 
hike predicament, I can look forward to the pleas- 
ing prospect of the future without even the fear of 
disappointment, knowing that * whether we live or 
die, we are the Lord's—that * we shall not all 
Sleep, but we 8hall all be changed, at the last 
trump, and awake to glory and immortality. 

Spirit -of my ever venerated mother! if I do, 
indeed, but feeble justice to the memory of thy 
departed worth, in this frail tribute of affection ; 
vet thy love, thy friendship and thy kindness, were 
but a drop from the ocean of almighty Love and 
Beneficence, coming down from the Father of us 
all, Who, then, can charge © Him in whom we 
live, move and have our being,” with vindictive 
wrath and endless cruelty ? I cannot—no, I repeat, 
IT cannot. T. 


[From Whitman's Village Sermons. ] 


EXCUSE FOR NEGLECTING PUBLIC WORSHIP. 
The 8econd excuse which I shall consider 1s 


'gons When extra exertions 8eem nece . And 
they doubtless unfit a person for a profitable reli- 
gious observance of the sabbath. But auch peri- 


T believe he would suffer no inconvenience 
ing church. Nay, I think he would 


_ *" 
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numb and stupify his faculties by a whole day's | == 
»idleness and -8 _ FR prepare m_— for the 
ganctuary ; to breathe the pure atmosphere; to : = II 
meet, ea joyful countenances of his oainian- [From the Southern Pioneer and Goapel Visiter,] 
ces; to unite in_the soothing yoice of devotion ; TRIUMPH OF LIFE AND JOY. 
to have his feelings enlivened by animating music, | * And there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor 
' to have his mind stored with useful reflections, | crying, neither hall there be any more pain ; for the ſor- 
*would have a most salutary effect on his spirits.| er are passed away.*—Rev. 21 : 4. 


POETRY, 
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In no other way-could he obtain 80 much real re- 
laxation, receive 80-much pure enjoyment, and be- 
come 80 well prepared for the labors of the ensu- 
ing week. This excuse therefore will seldom 
apply. 

But why should any one wish to disqualify him- 
gelf by excessive labor for the public worship of 
God? The 8abbath was made for man ; for his 
best interests; for his highest improvements ; for 
his richest happiness. We have rational and im- 
mortal 8ouls. These we are to educate for a spir- 
itual world, where our labors, enjoyments, 8ociety 
will be pure and intellectnal. And that all might 
have an opportunity of acquiring these qualifica- 
tions for felicity, our merciful Father has set apart 
one seventh part of our time for this most impor- 
tant purpose. And if we faithfully improve this 
sacred s8eason, in meditating on his works and 
word, in acquiring a love for his worship and ser- 
vice, in forming christian characters, we shall be 
prepared, not only to perform the duties, encoun- 
ter the temptations, 8ubmit to the trials, and enjoy 
the pleasures of life, but to enjoy the felicity and 
perform the duties of a heavenly inheritance ; and 
in this way we may make the s8abbath answer the 
end for which it was designed. 

But if we _ to improve this day religious- 
ly; if we spend it in sleep, or idleness, or unnec- 
essary business, or improper reading, or unlawful 
amusements, or sinful dissipation, we become more 
worldly minded and depraved. We lose our relish 
for the purer joys of religion. 'We contract hurt- 
ful and dangerous habits. Our influence and're- 
spectability are diminished. In times of sickness 
and bereavement we are deprived of the consola- 
tions of the gospel. In some instances we become 
thoroughly abandoned. And in the hour of death, 
our past neglect will fill our mind with anguish, 
and darken our prospect of a blessed immortality. 
Let this not be the case with any of you. Amidst 
the follies and trials and vices of the world, do 
have one day in 8even in which you can forget 
these perishing vanities, and look forward to that 
everlasting rest which remains for the children of 
God. You can labor enough for the 8upport of 
these frail deeaying bodies, without encroaching 
on the season of 8acred meditation ' and worship. 
Let there never be 'occasion for you to ay. that 
you are too much fatigued to attend on the public 
worship of your Maker. For such an excuse will 
not be satisfactory in the court of conscience or 
heaven. SC 


What we conceive to be failings in others, are 


not unfrequently owing to zomedeficiencs in our- 
8elves; thus plain men think” har 


want passion, and plain "women. 


Glory to God ! He sendeth peace ; 

His will be done, who chasteneth ; 
Glory to God ! He gives release 

From wo and pain and-tears—in death ; 
Praise to his naine ! His voice 8hall call 
The 8ilent eleepers from their rest, 

And loose them from death's iron thrall, 
To taste the freedom of the blest. 


Thon of the dimmed and filmy eye 

Who ſear'st to tread the shadowy vale, 
God giveth thee the victory ! 

Doubt sball no more thy heart assail. 
There shall be no more death nor grave, 
Nor tremblj that narrow ea ; 

But bathing in th* eternal wave, 

Shall wash thy doubts and fears away. 


Thou child of sorrow, rudely borne 

By tempests o'er life's troubled wave, 
ine hour of doom no longer mourn, 

There's quiet for thee in the grave ; 

There's bliss beyond; for He shall turn 

Thy grief to everlasting joy ; 

Before thee shall his brigbtness burn, 

And songs of praise thy tongue employ. 


Poor mortal worm that writhest now 

In soothless agony of pain, 

Before thy God, thy Father bow, 

He giveth peace and joy again : 

Soon shalt thou reach that realm of rest, 
Where airs of healing incense breathe, 
And find that balm in Jegsus? breast 

So vainly songht on earth beneath. 


In that bright realm of endless bliss 

God's ry, glory shines and cheers ; 

And | hips sball gently kiss 

Away the bumble mourner's tears : 

There everlasting gladness reigns, 

And high harmonious anthems roll, 

Outpouring in seraphic strains 

Praise to the One, the central Soul. 8, F. 8. 


———————ee eee e eee IIIa Seer Iatr Og ——————_ 
To CORRESPONDENTS: &, B. will please to acccept 
our thanks for his excellent communication, ,, We hall be 
exceedingly happy to hear from him . H.F. B. vil 
perceive that we have used a liberty which editors often 
assunme, that of making a few yerbal alterations in his ar- 
ticle. We have, however, in e instance, scrupulous!y 
retained the sense of the original. Should he feel dispos- 
od to permit a similar liberty in ſuture, we ball be pleased 
to hear from him frequently. May we not expect sowe 
farther contributions from the pen of L..F. W. A.! 


CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION. Agreeabl to adjourt- | 
ment, the Massachusetts charitable Sanity wick on Wed- 


| nesday last at the Vestry of the Universalis& Church in 


Charlestown, and among other business, adopted a Const- 
tution which we hall insert in a future No. of the. Unr 
"F __ D, 
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